Clinic scheduled
to run for 32 weeks

CLINIC from Al i,

Haun’s neighbour, Dr. Jenniter
Conners has staffed 1he ciinic for
the past three weels.

She said she was talling o Hahn
ahont his work with igrant work
ers and the need for hetter access
to icdical care,

“So Tvolunleered,” she said.

“1 have worked in small clinics
overseas. [ve been to Guaternala
and 1 speak a lillle bi: of Spanish,
so I thought, ‘Sure, this is some-
thing I can do.™

She hasbeen joined by registercd
nurse practitioner Manuel Flores,
who works at Hote! Dieu Shaver
Rehabililation Centre in St Ca-
tharines.

Flores, an immigrant from Ei
Salvador who speaks fluent Span-
ish and Englizh, helps Flores with
patients and serves as a fransla-
{or.

The clinic has other volunteer
transiators on hand, and Conners
said it also has volunteer “facilita-
tors” al lhe churchtohelppatients
manage preseriptions.

“Suif 1 give a patient a preserip-
tiom, we heve a [acilitator and
translatcr who goes with them to
the phasnacy aid helps the petient
getthe medication they need,” she
said.

The clinic has some donations
of basic supplies, including band-
ages and doctor’s samples of med-
ications, for Conners and Florss

more.

Conners said the clinie works
closely with Beamsville Medieal
Centre,

If apatient needs alevel of med-
ical ecare the clinic cannot handle,
such as an X-ray, Conners is able
to send them ta the medical cen-
Lre with a facilitator.

'The clinic is the most recent &d-
dition of a larper network in Nia-
gara Lo helpprovide better medical
care to migrant workers, said Dr,
Fraser MacKay, aseninr partnerat
Quest Community Health Centre
in St. Catharines.

MacKay said (Quest personnel
havebeen goingouttofarmstoen-
sure workers have Ontario health
cards, which they are entlitled Lo
have but do not always get.

This way, when they have health
cards, should Conners or anolher
doctor send themtothe Beamsville
clinicor theyneed to gotoahospi-
tal, they can been seen with fewer
obstacles.

Hahun said the aim is to baild a
roster of Niagaradoctors and nurs-
cswhowili volunteer toworkat the
St. Alban’s clinic, which is sched
uied to run for 32 weeks.

The church also hosis o dinner
for the workers on Sundavs and is
laoking for sponsors and volun-
[oers.
olafleche@posimedia.com
Twitter: @grantrants

Draft reportis online

PARKING from Al

At the parking meeling, land-
lords and properly cevelopers
like Ceoperan said they are los-
ing ciients and tenanis because of
a dearth of parking spaces.

Cooperman, who owns the office
building at 80 King 34, suid polon-
tial tenants who might otherwise
move into vacant oftice spaces opt
for locazions elsewhere in the city
orevenoutside Niagarawhers they
can guarantee parking for their eli-
ante and stafll

Others, incuding dentist Yo onna
Hrabowsky, whose c.inic Niagara
Prosthodozlics has been down-
town for 20 vears, worrics that
increasing parking fees will drive

birth of the downtown — driven by
Meridian Centre and the perform-
ing arts cenlre — remains fragile.
There are still empty storefronts
and customers are stillwary ofhav-
ing to pay for parking.

Higher parking fees will de-
ter people from coming, she said,
which in turn will hurtbusiness in
the core.

Sendzik said the parking report
will be debated by city connell in
late Aprilerearly March. Members
of the pubie will be able to make
aresentations about the report to
council al that time, he said,

The draft report canve found at
www.steatharines.ca/en/livein/
resources/Downtow-Parking-

Championshjp
tickets still availabl

to use, but thés M\« need«.;'-asm'lillﬂsaﬁggm Al

Geddie said the competition has
heen solid, with top-ranked Team
Canadaand Team Ontario perform
g asexpected, Hesgaid itistooear-
ly lu predict wito will come ouf on
tap, buthe said that the Newifound-
land and Labrador team, led by Sla-
gic Curtis who won the 2014 junior

Curling for Dummies

Farthe-uninitiated, curling can
appear te be a balfing sport
complete with its own odd -uies

and arcane language. So if yau are
heading down to Meridian Cantre
this week to take in Lhe Scotties
Tournament of Hearts championship,
hare zre a [ew things you need to
know.

What the heck is it?

Curling is a hit like shuffleboarc, but
wilhice, really heavy rocks, brooms
anda lotof shouting.

Two tears compste in2ach match
oy throwing thedr rocks, or stones,
across the sheet — the 1ame for the
ice surface — to the "housc" the biue
and red bulf's-aye. Points are scored
for the stones closest —o the centre of
that target.

Curlers wili atiernpl to place their
rocks ncarest 1o the centre and
knock their ppponent’s rocks out

of piay. Thay also pace their gwn
rocks ir the house 1o protect those

in scoring position. Skiled olayers

championships inSt. Catharir
pulling in a strong performan

He said tickels zare still avai
for the tournament and cha
ouship games. For more info
tion and lichets go to www.ow
ca,/2017scothies,
glafleche@postmedia.com
Twitier: Egrantranis

can curve, or curl, thawr rocks ar
ohars that are alreacy in the ho
to place them where they want t

Matiches at the Scotties 2onsist
cight “ends.” or matches. The te:
wilh the highest score after the
arc completed wins,

Two-time Scotlies and worka

shampion Mariiyn Bodegh of St
Catharines calls curling "chess ¢
ice” beczuse the game is more &
strategy anc craft than it is zbo
throwing stones wit® brute force
What's with all the shouting? -

The player who Lhrows a rack pu
oui from the "hack.” foot pads t
resemble starting biocks used b
sprinlers. Orce the stane has be
released, otler players with orot
will sweep on the ice in fronl of
it ta speec it up or help guice its
trajectory. The player wha threw
rocx will usually shoul comimant
0 the players with <he brooms.
Sweeping harder will reduce sor
frictior uncer astonc, allowing i
travel taster.

TIME FOR CHUCKING CHICKENS

GRANTLAFLECHE S FANDARS

Participants in the annual Kilt and Clover pub chicken chucking competi
enjoy warm weather Sunday afternoon, throwing rubber chickens in the




